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	Watchfield Parish Council




Swindon Borough Council,
Civic Offices,

Euclid Street,

Swindon,

SN1 2JH

March 13th, 2014

Dear Sir or Madam,

Re: S/OUT/14/0253 South of A420 (Employment Hub) South Marston
Watchfield Parish Council would like to make the following comments:-

· Transport Assessment/ Infrastructure – there seems to be no provision for capacity improvements to the A420 or consideration of other access points that would not adversely impact the traffic flow on this commuter route. The developer commissioned transport assessment concluded that there would be minimal adverse effect from the Hub. The independent transport assessment commissioned by the Western Vale Village Consortium concluded that the A420 is already at capacity without the projected housing on the Eastern edge of Swindon, this Employment Hub and the 1000+ houses in the pipeline for the route of the A420 within the Vale. Swindon Borough Council surely has a duty to co-operate with the Vale of White Horse District Council and Oxfordshire County Council to work to mitigate the effects of the cumulative development along the route. The WVV report to which we refer has previously been sent to SBC but is also attached.
· Location – the location seems to be at odds with the draft allocations on the illustrative Masterplan. Surely the proposal for such a major site of construction and employment should have been considered in the round with the other developments in the Eastern Villages area?

· Heritage Assets – the site seems to be of great heritage and archaeological value with Neolithic or Bronze Age barrows, Prehistoric or Roman settlements, earthworks and historic hedgerows. There should be the provision for a full geophysical survey of the whole site to ensure that heritage assets and the opportunity to learn more of the historical context of the area are not lost. Sufficient time to explore any important finds resulting from the geophysical survey should be enshrined in any planning approvals. The site will also be visible from the nationally important Ridgeway. Even the 5 year projections indicated will only partially mitigate the visual impact.
· Drainage and Flooding – there are obvious surface water flooding issues associated with this site and the canal has been erroneously included as intact. In fact it has been filled in for many years and no longer acts as a reservoir for surface water drainage. The drainage assessments were based on baseline information. There should be a specification for over-engineered drainage solutions to take into account the inevitable further development of the site over time.
· Environment/ Wildlife – the construction and design will lead to fragmentation of territory and loss of connectivity. This, coupled with the inevitable light pollution, will adversely impact many nocturnal species, in particular the brown long-eared bats, known to be currently resident in the area. The construction period will have a particularly heavy impact on the otters and water voles present on this stretch of the River Cole and the loss of grassland is likely to lead to the eradication of the population of brown hares. We note that site evaluation principles make no mention of the impact on wildlife during the construction phase.
· Layout – the report makes reference to link routes for cyclists/pedestrians along the ‘River Cole Corridor’ and a ‘Green Spine’ for vehicles/cyclist/pedestrians. What assurances can be given that these routes will be given priority during construction and that the external links will be completed?

In conclusion, we feel; there has been insufficient weight given to the specific and cumulative effects of development in SBC on the A420; the site has been added piecemeal to the Local Plan rather than being considered in a wider context; the heritage aspects of the site need to be more robustly protected; the flooding and drainage issues have not been adequately addressed; and that the destruction of habitat and fragmentation of territories will adversely impact on many species.

Yours faithfully,

Sally Mckendrick

Clerk to Watchfield Parish Council
All correspondence should be addressed to the Clerk
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