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	Watchfield Parish Council




Miss Laura Hudson
Planning Department

VWHDC

Abbey House

ABINGDON

OX14 3JE

October 09, 2012

Dear Miss Hudson

Re: Planning Application P12/V1901/FUL

Watchfield Parish Council has considered this application in detail and the unanimous view is to object to the proposed planning application. The comments are detailed below:

· Councillors made objection to the change of use of the land in that it would be inappropriate for this site. The location is outside the built up zone of Watchfield in the open countryside and would have a harmful impact on the character of this rural area and set a precedent for ribbon development along the A420. This development would be contrary to Planning Policy for Traveller Sites, March 2012, Policy H, 23.
· The local authority does not have an up-to-date local needs analysis for travellers’ sites and has not demonstrated that this site is necessary above the existing local provision: Planning Policy for Traveller Sites, March 2012, Policy H, 22. The Parish Council and villagers cannot detect a visible or pressing need for a site in this area.

· The proximity of the access road to the busy junction of the A420 and B4508 would be harmful to highway safety. The B4508 is the main access route to the town of Highworth from the A420 and a heavily used cut through to Swindon which will only get busier with the recently approved development of 120 homes in Watchfield and the expansion of the Defence Academy. The B4508 also serves several farms, an auction business, gliding club, wind turbine site, farm visitors’ centre and a golf club, as well as those travelling to and from the busy MoD Defence Academy. The location of this access would lead to limited visibility from the site onto a busy road. Slow moving towed vehicles manoeuvring onto this road would add to the hazard of this junction.
· The 60mph A420 Shrivenham by-pass is the main commuter route between Swindon and Oxford and one of the busiest roads in the area with constant traffic throughout the day and night, a large percentage of which are heavy goods vehicles. There have been at least 12 fatalities on the short stretch between South Marston and the Coxwells since 1999, including 2 pedestrians. The use of the hatched area at the A420/B4508 junction for pedestrian crossing was considered to be unacceptable when the previous application was refused (P10/V1915). The Council does not consider that an un-lit pedestrian refuge located within this hatched area will improve safety and may impinge on the sight lines of traffic turning into and out from the B4508. The proposed signage for the crossing also appears to be inadequate. Relying on such a dangerous crossing point for pedestrians, which may include children and vulnerable adults, would be an unacceptable risk. There are no other pedestrian crossing points along the length of the A420. Surveys carried out by Watchfield Parish Council on 04/10/12 (17:15-18:15) and 05/10/12 (07:30-08:30) showed an average number of traffic movement at the A420/B4508 junction of 2,575 vehicles per hour (167 heavy goods, 2,380 cars and light goods, 27 motorbikes, 1 cyclist and 0 pedestrians). 429 of these movements per hour were turning in or out of the B4508, which represents nearly 17%.
· Planning Policy for Traveller Sites, March 2012, policy B 11d, highlights the need to consider the local environment of the proposed site in terms of noise and air pollution. The proposed site in this application runs alongside the A420 which is extremely busy, with concomitant noise and air pollution, and is not conducive to habitation in such a small plot. The Council is also concerned that animals, such as horses and dogs, kept on this site could present a danger to road users and themselves if not adequately contained.
· Planning Policy for Traveller Sites, March 2012, policy B 11e, states sites should not put undue pressure on local infrastructure and services. Watchfield High Street has very few amenities; a part-time sub-post office, small hairdresser, church and a public house which has now closed. Grocery shopping at the Co-Operative store at the A420 roundabout is over 800m away from the proposed site. Public transport is only accessible by crossing the busy A420 into Watchfield. Watchfield Primary School is at capacity now and pressed to cope with the recently approved development of 120 new homes in the near future. Health care provision in Shrivenham is already over-stretched.
· The Application for Planning Permission form submitted does not include any application for on-site parking spaces (section 10) when there will clearly be parking on site. It also states that there are no trees or hedges on the proposed development site (section 15) which is untrue, does not specify a gain in residential units or non-residential floorspace (sections 17 & 18) when one of these statements must be true, and does not indicate the previous use of this land as agricultural (section 14). Section 3 states that building work or change of use has not already started however, previous occupation of the site by the applicants was used to begin building work. There do not appear to be any play areas for children included in the site plans contrary to Planning Policy for Travellers, March 2012 Policy H, 24b.
· Previous refusal (P10/V1915) alluded to the insufficient information submitted in relation to foul and surface water drainage to ensure effective drainage of the site and to avoid flooding. The Council cannot see any material changes to the foul and surface water drainage arrangements and has concerns about surface water run-off onto the A420 and foul water contamination of the nearby Pennyhooks Brook.
· Planning Policy for Travellers Sites, March 2012, Policy B 11a, advocates the peaceful and integrated co-existence between the site and the local community. The location of this proposed site puts it firmly outside the envelope of Watchfield village, separated from the local community by the A420. This location would inevitably add to the isolation of the occupants, rather than their integration. The previous building work carried out at the site and the present plans indicate a use of high closeboard fencing which will contribute to the compound feel of the site contrary to Planning Policy for Traveller Sites, March 2012 Policy H, 24d.The government’s aim is to reduce tension between travellers and the local community but there has been no attempt at prior consultation with the villagers. 
· The Council has received many objections from parishoners and, as their representative, wish to forward these concerns on behalf of the electorate.
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Kind Regards,
Dr Cindy Matthews, Clerk to Watchfield Parish Council
All correspondence should be addressed to the Clerk

Chairman

Mr D Gale – 7 Eagle Lane – Watchfield – Oxon – SN6 8TF
Tel: 01793 783859 – e-mail derekgale@tiscali.co.uk
Clerk
Dr C Matthews – 8 Barrington Road – Watchfield – Oxon – SN6 8SU
Tel: 01793 784217 – e-mail watchfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk
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