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	Watchfield Parish Council




Vale Planning Policy,
Development Policy Team,

Vale of White Horse District Council,
Abbey House,
Abbey Close,
Abingdon,
OX14 3JE  
December 30th, 2012

Dear Sir or Madam,

Re: Response to P12/V2283/O application: Residential development for up to 100 dwellings; provision of Extra Care Housing comprising 50 apartments to meet the needs of the elderly; provision of two Learning Disability Houses comprising 17 bedrooms; together with access, provision of public open space, internal roads and drainage infrastructure.

Watchfield Parish Council has several concerns about the Vale Planning Policy team’s response to the above application, posted on the planning portal:-
Under Principle of residential development on the site;

Point 5, The Cowan’s Camp depot site is not close to a village shop selling groceries. The only commercial premises within 400m of the site are a small hairdresser and a part-time sub-post office which does not sell groceries, newspapers etc., only gift-ware. The nearest grocery retail facility is over 1km away at the junction of the A420.

Points 6-9, Why is there still reference to the defunct IHSP? Watchfield Parish Council has been told on numerous occasions that sites or figures expressed in the IHSP will not be considered under present policies. Therefore, why is the Vale allowed to use the sections that suit their aims?
Under Infrastructure provision;

Point 10, Where can Watchfield Parish Council obtain a copy of the internal infrastructure review process (reported March 2012), upon which the inference that there are no significant infrastructure constraints was based?
Point 11, Thames Water identified the need for network upgrades and the lack of capacity at Shrivenham Sewage Treatment Works. These concerns were raised prior to the granting of planning permission for 120 houses on land south of Major’s Road, Watchfield, 31 homes in Shrivenham and numerous other developments within the two villages. Can another large scale development of 167 dwellings really be catered for within the existing confines of the Sewage Treatment Works and drainage systems? Watchfield already suffers from surface drainage problems which will only be exacerbated by further development, despite calculations of water run-off and one in one hundred year events, all of which seem to be calculated on the understanding that house purchasers will not pave over large areas of their gardens and build extensions.
Under Extra Care Housing and Learning Disabled Homes;

Point 14-19, Why is Watchfield even being considered for these facilities when it blatantly does not have the desired criteria of a good range of jobs, facilities and public transport? The site does not have good level access to shops and services. The retail grocery and newspaper facility is approximately 1km from the proposed location of the Extra Care Home and Learning Disabled homes, downhill, along narrow, or non-existent, uneven footpaths. GP and pharmacy provision are located in Shrivenham, not within walking distance of Watchfield for the elderly or infirm. Allowing development here will only lead to isolation and social deprivation.
Watchfield Parish Council is concerned that there appears to be no joined up thinking regarding development in the Vale and wider area. The lack of a Local Plan and reversion to the NPPF seems to have ignored the consideration for real sustainability or development based on actual need. With 7,000+ houses to be built on the eastern edge of Swindon, 120 houses already approved for Watchfield, several medium scale developments approved and under consideration for Shrivenham, and large developments in nearby Faringdon, which have proved unsalable on the open market, what is the need for more residential housing in this area? We are concerned that villages, such as Watchfield, are being sacrificed to satisfy bottom line target figures without consideration of the implications for the existing population and character of the area.
All correspondence should be addressed to the Clerk

Chairman

Mr D Gale – 7 Eagle Lane – Watchfield – Oxon – SN6 8TF
Tel: 01793 783859 – e-mail derekgale@tiscali.co.uk
Clerk
Dr C Matthews – 8 Barrington Road – Watchfield – Oxon – SN6 8SU
Tel: 01793 784217 – e-mail watchfieldclerk@hotmail.co.uk
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