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“Fourth People’s” Free Festival Arnham Camp, 1975. Watchfield
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WATCHFIELD TODAY

Watchfield has an approximate population of 1,500. In the centre of the village the altitude is 372 feet, falling

in the south-west to 300 feet. The soil is stone brash, sub-soil and clay. The village is bordered by arable farmland,
Beckett Estate and a Golf Course. Watchfield is situated eight miles from Swindon, 24 miles from Oxford, four

and a half miles from the market town of Faringdon and three and a half miles from the market town of Highworth;
the village rests in the Vale of the White Horse District of Oxfordshire. The main trunk road from Oxford to Swindon
runs on the border of the village and the Beckett Estate and it is anticipated that 1982 will see a new bypass to the
north of the village which will serve the interests of both Watchfield and Shrivenham.

The old village comprises serveral attractive stone-built dwellings and thatched cottages. Adjoining the High Street,
near to the A420 lies the council house estate and more recently some flats for senior citizens have been built near
to the General Stores. Adjoining the High Street, too, are some Army married quarters which are at present being
released for sale to the public. Other married quarters, which lie back from the High Street, form their own estate
as part of the Royal Military College of Science: approximately 100 of these married quarters remain unoccupied.

Village Amenities

Watchfield has the following amenities and services:

St. Thomas's Church Parish Cemetery

Methodist Chapel General Stores

Village Hall Garage and Filling Station

Post Office NAAFI Shop

Public Houses - The Royal Oak Knit Knack Wool and Haberdashery
The Eagle Inn Hairdresser

Recreation Field Driving School

Allotment Gardens Landscape Gardener
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THE VILLAGE HALL

The official opening of the present Village Hall was in 1926. The hall consists of two buildings - the
“old ** hall which was purchased by funds raised in the village and erected on land which was later given to the
village by the Barrington Estate. The “new’’ hall was added by the War Department during the Second World
War when the entire building was used to provide recreational facilities for service personnel. At the end of
the war the ““old’’ hall was returned to the village and the “new "’ hall rented to the village for £1 per annum.
Mr. William Godfrey purchased the “‘new’’ hall when it was sold by the War Department and continued the
£1 per annum agreement, but with the additional clause that so long as the “‘old” hall functioned as a recreat-
ional centre then use of the ““new’’ hall was guaranteed.

For some time then the hall was used regularly by the Silver Threads and other groups but in 1974
at a Village meeting a new larger committee was formed to “revitalize’” the hall and to improve it. Since then
the Village Hall Committee has raised sufficient funds to buy the “new’ hall and land at the rear from Mr
Godfrey and has carried out extensive improvements. The hall is at present undergoing a considerable “face-lift”
to carry it through the eighties and fund raising proceeds.

The Village Hall is now the meeting place for several Village Groups and Societies, including the Silver
Threads, the Youth Club, the Mother and Toddler Club, the Arts and Crafts Society and the Brownie Pack. It
is used as a Brownie Pack Holiday Hall and the committee, which has representative members from each of the
groups organises the Annual Flower Show, the annual Gymkhana, Fete and so on. It is the Village Hall which
should be the centre of community life and with so many varied groups meeting there, and the Parish Council

holding regular meetings to discuss future village policy at the Hall, this is being achieved.
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Schools

Opportunities for pre-school education is provided by the Zebra Camp Nursery School, run by the
Royal Military College of Science, although enquires have been made within the village to begin a Piaygroup
in the Village Hall.

Primary education is provided by the Watchfield County Primary School where numbers fluctuate
according to the intake at the Royal Military College of Science. The school was built in 1963, prior to which
time the children used Shrivenham County Primary School. Secondary education is provided by Faringdon
County Secondary School and various private schools in the area. Higher education facilities are provided at

Swindon College.

Recreation Field (The Airey Neave Memorial Field)

Following many years of negotiations, and hard work by the Parish Council, with the Property Services
Agency (the Government Agency responsible for Ministry of Defence land) this field of approximately six acres
was purchased, with the help of the late Airey Neave, MP, in 1981 at a cost of £12,750. It is hoped that the
field will be dedicated to the memory of Mr. Neave following levelling and draining and the instigation of a
scheme for the field which will be prepared by the National Playing Fields Association (free of charge!) and

which it is hoped will include recreational facilities for the community as a whole.




