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The Perambulation

Starting from Tuck Mill on the Watchfield/Shrivenham footpath (once a mill on Tuck Mill brook) we
go upstream past the sewer works and cross the A420 at Northford Bridge. Instead of the College gates we pick
up Bower Brook and follow it past Homeleaze Farm and on to the edge of Bower Copse, felled in 1974 and
replanted. Here we are just south of the Bower Green quarters and we follow a ditch north, the line of the
boundary running right through one of the houses. We go round the side and cross the road and through the
side gate of another quarter (by prior arrangement!). When over the garden fence, we take a line on a tree on
Majors Road. This is marked on the large scale map is a Boundary Ash, used to mark the line, which is now
ploughed out. We then head across a field to Southdown Farm on the A420 where a faint hollow across the
front lawn marks the boundary.

It is interesting to note here that Mr. Margetts house is in Watchfield Parish whilst his front garden is
in Longcot Parish. Round the side of his house we go following in the ditch and on down the field fence, past
the site of Anger Cottage (long since gone) and continue NNW to Vinthill Withy Bed, a relic of the time not
too long ago when the withy was cropped for basket making and thatching etc. The boundary here follows a
small stream and we reach Waterloo Lodge where we have a breather at the half-way stage. This was a Keeper's
house on the Coleshill Estate and still has the kennels for his dogs.

We continue to the River Cole passing below Castle Farm and turn south to follow upstream, through
three copses - Telhards, Grove and Common Wood - the latter being leased to the Berkshire, Buckinghamshire
and Oxfordshire Naturalists Trust. Grove Copse has been replanted with oak trees by the National Trust and
other species have replaced the elms. Here we are below Fresden and we cross the stream and continue to West
Mill Bridge.

The present owner of West Mill House has a feel for tradition and we are instructed to crave passage in
the name of Queen Elizabeth | and we are conducted alongside the Mill stream to the field beyond. Our course
now follows the Pennyhooks Brook and to Bathouse Spring past the poor tumbledown bridge below Pennyhooks
Farm and so back to Tuck Mill below Ratcombe Copse. At Ratcombe we shall in future encounter the bypass,
which will take about one third of the copse away. This area is a bit of unspoiled nature and attempts have been
made to conserve it in its present wild state.
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THE NEXT TEN YEARS

Introduction

The following observations about how local people see their village today and would wish to develop in
the future are drawn from the replies received to the Village Appraisal Questionnaire. Copies of the questionnaire
were delivered to every household in the village and to every occupant in that household over primary school age.
In all 427 were delivered of which 219 were completed and returned, representing a 51% return. A copy of the
questionnaire and the results of the survey analysed in tabular form are given as appendices to this report.

Before commenting in detail on the results of the survey it is worth noting the context against which they
should be seen. Four particular factors combined to create an environment of both opportunity and concern that
made the carrying out of such an opinion survey extremelytimely:

- the imminent construction of the Shrivenham/Watchfield Bypass with all its possible ‘knock-on’
effects on development in Watchfield

- the progressive disposal of land and buildings held by the Property Services Agency in and around
Watchfield

- the continued uncertainty surrounding the long term future of the Royal Military Coliege of Science
(RMCS) on the village perimeter

- the preparation by the Vale of White Horse District Council of a Village Plan as a framework to guide
development in the area over the next few years.

The results of the survey

The responses to the questions posed in the questionnaire, together with their implications, have been
grouped below into a number of themes.

The composition of the Village Population

The figures for length of residence in Watchfield suggest that there is a very even spread between long
established residents, more recent arrivals and newcomers with a substantial percentage having lived in the
village for more than twenty years. The figures do not, of course, include the ‘floating’ population of the (RMCS).
Watchfield is still attracting new people and the fact that none of the senior citizens respondants has been in the
village less than five years seems to confirm the impression that as yet there is little or no problem of retirement
homes displacing other groups.

Housing

The ownership of the village housing stock appears from the replies to be fairly evenly balanced between
privately owned and rented accommodation. On the question of whether there was a need for further housing
development in the village, opinion among working adults and senior citizens was fairly equally divided with a
small margin in favour of additional development. Interestingly, younger respondents were very strongly against
further housing development. To the extent that further housing development was desired it was for a broad range
of types, both public and including flats and bungalows.

The locations most frequently mentioned as preferred sites for future housing development were
as follows with the attached number locating them on the map.

Maidens Close 1
Arnhem Camp 2
Manor Farm 3

General infilling
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Employment

The servey was not designed to establish the level of unemployment but it can be inferred from the
figures as being at least ten per cent of the working population. Replies to the question on place of
employment indicate that a very substantial percentage of those employed (particularly in the post-55 age
group) are employed in the village. This is partly a reflection of the numbers of self-employed tradesmen
living locally but also of the considerable dependence of the village on the RMCS for employment. A majority
of all age groups was in favour of additional local employment. The types of employment suggested varied
widely including light industry, horticulture and retail services. The preferred sites for new employment overlap
with those for housing, namely Arnhem Camp and Manor Farm.

Basic Amenities
Buses. A clear majority of all age groups responded that the bus service was adequate.
Car Parking.  There was felt to be a shortage of car parking facilities, especially by working adults.
Doctor’s Surgery  All age groups were overwhelmingly in favour of some form of local surgery.

Policing  Both Senior citizens and working adults felt by a large margin that policing was inadequate.
School children and students were almost equally divided on the issue. As a result those thinking policing was
inadequate exceeded those who were satisfied by 75% . All age groups (including students and school children)
were, however, in favour of a “Village Bobby".

Shopping  Overall, nearly two thirds of respondents thought that shopping facilities were inadequate
with the highest level of dissatisfaction being among the young.

Street Lighting A very similar level of dissatisfaction was registered with the adequacy of street
lighting as with shopping.

Footpaths.  The majority of respondants were aware of the location of local footpaths but it was less
marked for the young as compared to other age groups.

Opinion was more divided on whether paths were adequately marked with a small majority feeling that
they were not.

Two-thirds of respondents only use the footpaths ‘sometimes’ but there is a significant minority (16%)
who use them regularly.
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Village Hall.  An overwhelming majority of all age groups felt that the Village Hall catered for their needs
but there were considerable numbers of suggestions as to additional activities it could provide.

Education  The great majority of children attend local schools. The majority of respondents did not see
a need for additional pre-school education locally, although a significant minority of working adults (i.e. parents)
disagreed. Overall there was a slender majority in favour of adult education in the village with working adults and
young people more in favour of it than senior citizens.

The Village Environment
All ages were united in feeling that there were a number of local eyesores that detracted from the village's
attractiveness. These ranged from individual premises to broad areas but the most commonly cited were:

Rear of Maidens Close/Shute Avenue located on map at 4

Arnhem Camp 2
Manor Farm 3
The Garage 5
Recreation Field Huts 6

Concern was also expressed about litter, dog fouling and the Village Hall facade (now in process of being replaced)

Participation in local affairs.

Only a small percentage of each age group felt it was difficult to become involved in the social life of the
village. The great majority of all age groups felt that they were sufficiently represented by the Parish Council and
a substantial majority of all respondents were aware that they could attend monthly Parish Council meetings
although this was not the case for young people.

The Parish Council’s Assessment

The picture that emerges is of a well-balanced community with a reasonable range of amenities; a
community not averse to change and development but not if it is to be at the expense of either its rural feel
or its high level of community spirit and integration.

The Parish Council feels that in order to maintain the rural feel of the village it is essential that no over-
development takes place, particularly with the advent of a bypass to the north of the village which will effectively
enclose the village in an envelope. Thus, as much green as possible should be kept in the village and only minimal
infilling should take place. The Council feels that the green belt areas should be maintained as indicated on the map
(marked ‘7’).

Additional local employment opportunities represent the top priority and the existence of ‘eyesores’ and
areas of dereliction such as those shown on the map, provide an opportunity to do something about it. Additional
housing on a limited scale would also be acceptable in the areas indicated. Already a number of vacant married
quarters have been sold privately and the purchasers included first-time buyers. Should the opportunity occur in
the future, the remaining vacant houses could, with advantage, be offered to further first-time buyers to keep the
village population thriving without reducing the existing green areas.




